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We need a parent governor at WFS. 

 

There is a vacancy for a parent governor on the schoolôs governing body.  The term of 

office will be 4 years from the date of appointment. 

  

The governing body plays a vital part in shaping the schoolôs vision and strategic direction, 

offering support and challenge, setting priorities and managing its resources.  Parent 

governors bring a valuable perspective and make an important contribution to this. 

  

Governing bodies have three core functions: 

¶ Ensuring clarity of the schoolôs vision, ethos and strategic direction; 

¶ Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and 

its pupils; and 

¶ Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well 

spent. 

  

No special qualifications are needed; the most important thing is to have a keen interest in the 

school and be prepared to play an active part in the governing body's work.  Training is 

available for all governors, and this governing body has an expectation that those new to 

being a governor will take up induction training. 

  

I am therefore writing to invite you either to nominate yourself or to nominate another 

parent/carer by emailing the office ï office@wfs.worcs.sch.uk by Friday 4th 

October. If there is more than one person nominated, we will hold an election. If you 

want to chat with me further,  then please do.  

  

Any person nominated must be a parent or carer of a currently registered pupil at the school. 

  

Please note that you are not eligible to be a parent governor if you are: 

1. an elected member of the Local Authority; and/or 

http://www.wfs.worcs.sch.uk/
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2. paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in any twelve month 

period. 

 

  

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF A PARENT GOVERNOR? 
  

Governors are in a unique position on a Governing Body. Not only do parent governors have 

to work in the best interests of the school, but they have to balance this with their natural desire 

to see the best outcomes for their own child(ren). The aim of this information is to provide 

details on the specific role of a parent governor and suggestions for how to deal with some of 

the tricky situations which may arise. 

  

The Role of the Governing Body  

The Governing Body acts collectively and the first loyalty of every governor must be to the 

school. Governors support the staff and headteacher of the school but also act as a ócritical 

friend.ô The role is strategic, not operational. This means that the role of the Governing Body 

is to plan long term for the school, make sure it is well staffed and spends its budget wisely, 

and to help construct all the general policies which make the school an efficient, caring and 

fair environment for learning. It is the delegated responsibility of the headteacher to manage 

the space, time, equipment and people on a daily basis and respond to any inappropriate 

behaviour or dangerous situation as it occurs. 

  

The Role of the Parent Governor 

Like all other governors, parent governors have three strands to their role: 

¶ Take a strategic role 

¶ Act as a critical friend 

¶ Ensure accountability 

  

What are the good bits about being a parent Governor? 

¶ You have a very privileged and responsible role 

¶ You have the opportunity to make a difference for children now, and in the future 

¶ You have an opportunity to make a difference for parents and to influence the 

way in which school works with them 

¶ You will learn a lot and develop new skills  

  

How to fulfill your role: 

¶  Attend Governing Body meetings regularly. These are held six times a year, 

usually at 6pm, and can last up to 1.5 hours. 

¶ Play an active role in sub-committees and decision making 

¶ Learn all you can about the school 

¶ Be approachable to other parents, but make sure you are clear about your role 

¶ Always represent the school positively 

¶ As a governor, you are one of a group and must never act alone 

¶ Always support the decisions of the full Governing Body 

¶ Have your say on decisions in meetings, and vote in the way you wish, but then 

support the outcomes of the vote, even if you disagree with them 

¶ Always, always observe confidentiality. You will get to know a lot of highly 

sensitive and confidential information. Do not discuss this with anyone who is 

not a governor. A governor can be suspended for serious breaches of 

confidentiality.  

  

Myths and facts explained and common misunderstandings: 



A. Representative NOT Delegate  

Parent governors are representative parents rather than  representative of parents. A Parent 

Governor is NOT a delegate. This means you donôt have to adopt the opinions of other parents 

when you vote. You are a representative, which means you listen thoughtfully and can report 

to fellow Governors vital matters shared by many parents. But when it comes to voting, a 

representative follows their own conviction of what is right for the school and also heed the 

views of other governors. Thatôs the difference between a representative and a delegate.  

  

The important thing to remember is that once a decision is made, irrespective of whether a 

parent governor supported it or not, then their loyalty is to the governing body and the school. 

Sometimes, other parents do not understand that you are not a delegate and not elected to 

represent them or their personal views. Other parents cannot mandate parent governors on how 

they should vote or what they should say in governing body meetings.  

  

As a parent governor, you may find situations where you need to act as a Governor first and 

remind yourself that you are a representative parent and NOT the parents delegate on the 

Governing Body.  

It is not the role of the Parent Governor to gauge views of parents and carers in the school 

playground to be discussed at governing body meetings. A parent Governor must have a 

context for an agenda item and it isnôt efficient to bring in the latest school-gate report. 

  

If the Governing body agrees that it would like the views of a wider cross section of any 

stakeholder group, it is for the whole governing body to decide how to do this.  

  

B. The Reality  

What makes the reality of a parent governor a little different is the extra dimension of having 

your own child(ren) attend that school. Parent Governors should deal with personal issues in 

the same way as any other parent and not through their role as governor. Equally, parent 

governors should not use the meetings as an opportunity to raise any personal issues or issue 

relating solely to their own child.  

  

C. Acting as the Critical Friend  

Often, parent governors who have lots of contact with the school say that this aspect of their 

role is difficult. Parent Governors must put personal interests aside and participate in governor 

meetings in the interests of the school as a whole and specifically the interests of the children 

in the school.  

  

D. A Democracy  

No individual governor can make anything happen. The only ópowerô belongs to the Governors 

acting together by majority vote. Sometimes you may care very strongly about an issue but 

must accept that your view is not supported by the other members of the Governing Body.  

  

How to deal with approaches from individuals 

Sometimes parent governors find they are approached by parents with individual concerns. 

Parents may feel that you should become involved in their own childôs issues with the school 

or a complaint. But it is not appropriate to take the issue to the governing body and they should 

encourage the parent to take the matter up with the childôs class teacher or the Headteacher. 

The governing body deals with school policies and meetings are not the place to take individual 

problems. Parent Governors must make it clear that they canôt act for the governing body. 

Sometimes parent governors may have to explain why the Governing body has made a decision 

a certain way and must be prepared to explain w 
 



 

ALDER Class 
 
Alder class have been enjoying time within the Sensory Playground, and exploring the swings, 
climbing frame, hut and coloured arch. We have also been transferring between class and other 
environments around school. Great Job Alder Class. 

 

 
 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

OLIVE Class 
 

 
Olive class have had a brilliant first week 
back - they have had great fun in our new 
'bright sparks' role play area being 
scientists and conducting lots of exciting 
experiments! We have also been busy 
creating our own piece of personalised 
artwork detailing our own likes and 
dislikes as well as facts about ourselves - 
well done Olive Class! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAPLE Class 
 
Maple class are settling in to the new academic year. We have been getting to know each other, 
exploring the classroom and following our new routines. We are enjoying our role play area, this 
week we went on an aeroplane, travelling to different places.  
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        Class 13B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BIRCH Class 
 
Birch have had a great start back to school. This terms topic is "All about me". This 
week we have had exploring different activities such making faces using playdough, 
looking in the mirror and pulling silly faces. We have also really enjoyed the Pizza 
Take Away/Restaurant, we have set up in our role play area.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH Class 
 
As it was the first week back, we decided to make some yummy biscuits with special sprinkles.  
The children had some much fun decorating the biscuits and even more fun eating them!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Flu Vaccination 

 
Every child at WFS is entitled to the flu vaccination and this will be happening on 

Thursday 19th September in school. 
 

We have emailed everyone information about an upcoming flu vaccination for your child 
with a link to give consent, or not. 
                         Please respond via the link, even if you do NOT give consent.  
                   Any queries, please phone the Vaccination Team on 01527 390030. 
 
                               Vaccination UK Immunisation (schoolvaccination.uk) 
 
 
 
 12H News 
 
This week we have been focusing on household jobs in our community, we 
have had lots of fun experiencing washing up, hoovering cleaning tables, 
recycling and washing windows.  
 

  

https://midlands.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/worcestershire


 

 

 
4GH News 
 
4GH have been getting to know each other better by making collages to represent our personalities 
and the things we like. 
Here are some of them with their fab collages. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CEDAR Class  
 
Cedar have made an active comeback. Exploring messy, using both our hands with help. Walking 
daily to keep ourselves fit and meet people around school, stopping to smile and greet people when 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ άIŜƭƭƻέΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǎǘǊŜtches and loved the freedom of a 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
week back.  
  



 

 

 11H News 
 

11H have been practising their IT skills for when they make a 
presentation ready for their annual reviews. They are practising 
skills such as making text boxes, adding pictures, changing fonts 
and sizes, all to enable them to make a professional looking 
presentation! 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
HOLLY Class 
 
Holly class have settled back into school really well, we have enjoyed 
exploring lots of new toys and activities and getting to know our new 
classroom! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
CHERRY  Class 
 

Cherry class have had a wonderful time getting to 
know each other, building relationships with new 
friends and staff and exploring their new 
classroom. It has been great fun, and we are 
looking forward to the year ahead! 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ROWAN Class 
 

Rowan Class have really 
enjoyed this week. We 
have been settling back 
into routines and getting 
to know new members of 
staff.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 WALNUT Class 
 
Walnut class have had a fantastic start to the new school year, they are all working hard already. 
In music this week the children all sat and enjoyed learning our new song, "slippery Fish". They all 
worked really hard learning the words to the song, and they all joined in when it came to the sing 
along. 

 
 
 
One of our topics this half 
term is " The Circus", some 
of the children enjoyed 
dressing up as clowns. Then 
in art they all had a go at 
making a clown face. 
 
 
 

 
"In the world about us" we have started to talk about "living things" and "not Living things". The 
children were able to sit and talk about what makes things "living" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LIME Class 
 
This week in Lime Class we have been enjoying lots of new sensory experiences! We have explored 
making it snow with the shredded paper, read lots of our sensory books and explored making marks 
on the interactive board. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13K News 
 
This week 13K have been getting ready for the opening of Springfield Café. They have tried on their 
uniforms and made some delicious cakes to sell. The students have talked about which job roles they 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ Ŏǳstomers again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SPRUCE Class 
 
Spruce class have had a fabulous week, and we are working really hard. We have been learning 
about forces in our World About sessions and had lots of fun playing games that needed us to push, 
such as the Ψ5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ 5ŜƴǘƛǎǘΩ ƎŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ΨtƻǇ ǳǇ tǳǇǇȅΩ ƎŀƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
enjoyed using our muscles to push our friends (carefully) on our little diddy cars. We also loved 
taking photos of our friends as part of our digital art topic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAWTHORN Class 
 

This week Hawthorn class have been settling into the new 
classroom and experiencing play in the different areas of the 
room to get to know each other. We have shared our book of 
the week 'The Bear and the Bees' and we have done some 
focus tasks linked to this. We have also been using collaging 
to make a picture of a bee! Great first week back - well done 
everyone! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LEMON Class 
 
 

Lemon class have had an AMAZING start to full time 
provision, and we are so proud of them! We have been 
very busy exploring new spaces around school including 
the Orchard Garden, Forest School, the Sensory 
Integration Room & the P.E. Hall! The children have been 
transitioning well from the classroom to these different 
learning spaces so well and have been fantastic little 
explorers. We have been exploring the Colour Monster 
story this week and have been creating artwork and 
completing tasks based around the monsters in the story.  
 

 
 

 
If you would like to see photos of your child in this newsletter in future, please speak to the class 
team or the school office about updating your consent for photos being included and we will be 
more than happy to help with that. 
 
 
 
 

10SD News 
 
With the exciting move up to Year 10, this week the students in 10SD have 
learned how things are different in Post-14. They have changed classrooms, 
changed buildings, changed classmates and changed staff and they have been 
amazing! Some students, like William, have eaten their lunch in the dining hall 
for the very first time Finn and a friend can now collect their lunch from the 
kitchen staff independently- what an achievement! In class we have explored 
the new subjects we will learn this year and have had great fun dancing as part 
of our daily fitness routine. Watch out 'Strictly Come Dancing'- Lucy and a 
friend have all the moves! 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

WILLOW Class 
 
Willow class have been learning how to be independent making toast. We have been operating the 
toaster independently and practising opening jars as well as perfecting our spreading and cutting 
skills. We have also been learning how to wash up, dry up and put things away!!! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Absences from school 
 
Please remember to report a ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ absence before 9.15 in the morning. 
This can be done by calling the school number and choosing Option 0, and 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜƳŀƛƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
absence from school on that day. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
9.30, thank you. 
 
 

 
Pupil News  
 

" I made pizza and shared it 
with Olive class. Last week I 
made chilli dogs and shared 
with Oak class. Laura said 'I 
enjoy cooking with Quin. He 
knows where everything is in 
the kitchen'! Susie said " I 
love how kind Quin is, and 
wants to share food with his 
friends' 
 

                                                         Quintin Dunn 12H 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
14W News 
 
14W have been settling back into sixth form this week. In 
Independent Living Skills students made a lovely homemade 
bolognaise. Students from 14W and 13B started at Blossom 
Tree Cafe this week. The students worked well as a team 
and are enjoying their new roles.  
 



 
 



  
 

 

 



 

 

OAK Class 
 
In Oak class this week we have been looking at number place value, in particular ordering numbers. 
We have also been identifying missing numbers and counting on from a given number. 
 

 

 
 

    
 
 

LARCH Class 
 
So proud of how well the children have come back to school and settled down ready to learn. We 
have been learning our new routines and transitioning safely to places around school. 
 

    



 

 

 JUNIPER Class 
 
What a lovely start to the year it has been in Juniper class, all the 
children have settled in ever so well. We have been using colourful 
semantics to create sentences about what is happening in our 
story - You See a Circus, I see.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAZEL Class  
 
Hazel Class have settled into the new school year really well. We have 
been enjoying messy play, working together and getting back to our 
daily routines. 
 



 

 

 BEECH Class  
 

 
 
Beech class have had such an amazing start to the year! Thet are already accessing lots 
of fun activities in class and around the school on the swings/park and in the soft 
playroom. 
 
 We're seeing some fantastic communication and engagement already and noticing our 
students adapting well to the routine and new environment, well done Beech class! 
 
 

 
 
 

YEW Class 
 
Yew Class have had a super start to the school year, exploring all of our sensory suites, outdoor 
ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ΨŘŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ 5L¸ ΨǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ ǊƻƻƳΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
have demonstrated wonderful skills when communicating their needs and wants to the adults and 
are beginning to form some great relationships with peers. We are so proud of them. They 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǇ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 Hansel and Gretel Saturday Club 
 

Saturday 14 September 2024 
 

10am until 12pm 
 

Kidderminster Youth House (DY10 1PF) 
 

We will have a visit from the Animal Man! 
 
We would love to see you there ς it is a family club, and all are welcome, faces old and new, 

parents / grandparents / siblings. 
 

 
 
 
 
CHESTNUT Class  
 

Welcome back Chestnut class! We have some old friends, 
and 4 new friends join us in the class this year.  
During the first few days we have been getting to know the 
children and finding out which are their favourite activities. 
Sensory play, jigsaw puzzles, dinosaurs and letter activities 
are defiantly a favourite so far!  
We have been so proud of all the children of how well they 
are already making themselves at home! 
What a great start to the new school year, well done 
everyone.  

  


