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Happy New Year. I do hope you all had a lovely Christmas. It was lovely to catch up with everyone 
and see the children again. 
 
 
I am so very sorry that we were forced to shut today due to unsafe staffing levels. The site was 
pretty bad this morning - like a giant slushie, but we would have all mucked in and cleared it. 
However, due to the number of staff having to stay at home with their own children, it just made it 
unsafe to open. 
 
 
Staff at WFS come from all over the West Midlands; the four corners of Worcestershire, 
Birmingham, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Dudley, Staffordshire, Sandwell and Wolverhampton so it is 
very difficult to judge.  
 
 
We also have pupils come in from Herefordshire, Malvern, Tenbury Wells, Birmingham, Oldbury etc 
so travel for them is really challenging.  
 
 
Families that have been with us for a while know we do everything to keep WFS open - but outside 
forces just became too much this time. SORRY. 
 
 
Stay warm and stay safe. 
 
Mrs G 
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Please don't forget to pre-book your child's dinner choices for next term through  

 

MyChildAtSchool 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Calendar Dates 

 
Please find information and times of school events for 2026  

at the end of the newsletter. 
 



 

    Please enjoy articles this week from classes in Early Years   



 

Lemon Class 



 

 

https://video2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns6.mp4
https://video2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns6.mp4
https://video2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns6.mp4
https://video2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns6.mp4
https://video2.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns6.mp4


  

https://video4.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns7.mp4
https://video4.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns7.mp4
https://video4.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns7.mp4
https://video4.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw2/591/pmetcalf@wfs.worcs.sch.uk/WFS%20Core%20Signs/WFSCoreSigns7.mp4


 



 



  



 



  

Communication and Interaction
News and Information

Kind regards
Communication team

Welcome back,

Early Listening: Awareness of Sound
For children to be able to understand the difficult sounds of speech and language, 
children need to be aware of the sounds around them first. They can learn about 
sounds  through the exploration of objects. They learn to link different sounds to 
different actions, people  and objects.

How can you help?
➢ You can start to use the words for noisy and quiet. To support with this, you 

could use pictures and signs. You could also exaggerate actions such as putting 
your hands over your ears for something noisy.

➢ Show your child different items at home that can make different sounds. Get 
your child to listen to the sounds such as dogs barking, doors slamming, 
running water etc.

Exploring sounds
Things to bang
✓ Wooden/metal spoons and saucepans
✓ Empty tins
✓ Toy musical instruments
Things to blow
✓ Whistles/Kazoos
✓ Party blowers
✓ Toy trumpets etc.
✓ Musical balloons- let the air out and let your child feel and hear the sounds 

and air
Things to shake
✓ Sound shakers can be made by putting objects into containers and shaking 

them.

Remember to keep small objects out of reach of children

05.01.26



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please note: all the dates/times below are subject to change. 

 
Please can we remind all Parents & Carers to keep the school office updated with any 

change of details, i.e, telephone numbers, addresses, list of contacts. Thank you 
 
 

January 2026 

  

22 Early Years Parent Support Group at Russell House – Speech & 
Language Therapy Session– 9.30 – 11 am 

23 Chinese New Year 

 
 

February 2026 

4 Parents’ Evening 

4  Life Beyond School event – 3.15 – 5.00pm  

6 Number Day – Non-uniform day – wear something with a number if 
possible 

9 - 13 Mental Health week  

10 Safer Internet Day  

12 Early Years Stay and Play - Fairytales 1.30 – 2.30pm 

16th-20th  Half Term  

23 PUPILS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

 

                             

                                           
 

 

Parent Carer Needs Assessment Survey 

 

 

 

If you are caring for a disabled child up to the age of 16 years old, we want to 

understand your experience of requesting a Parent Carer Needs Assessment. 

Your responses will help highlight what is working well and where improvements 

may be needed.  

 

 

 

📋 Parent Carer Needs Assessment (PCNA) Survey 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NSFHKDR


March 2026 

3 Holi 

6 World Book Day  

13 Maths Day  
Mother’s Day Gift Shop 

17 Pathway 2 Easter Stay and Play –  
10.30 – 11.30 – Ash, Poplar, Willow, Rowan, Hazel  
1.30 – 2.30pm – Birch, Chestnut, Hawthorn, Maple, Cherry 

20 Year 9 - DTP vaccines – more information to follow 

20 World Down Syndrome Day  

20 Early Years Parent Support Group at Russell House - SENDIASS 
(Sleep Support) – Information, Advice & Support Service– 1.30 – 
2.30pm 

24 Pathway 1 Easter Stay and Play  
9.20am-10.20am – Cedar, Alder, Larch 
10.30am-11.30am – Lime, Yew, Fir, Pine 
1.30pm-2.30pm – Holly, Beech, Fig, Elm 

25 Pathway 4 Parent Pop In – 1.40pm 

26 Early Years Easter Egg hunt – 1.30-2.30pm 

27 Autism Awareness Day  

27 BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

30th-10th Half term  

April 2026 

13  Inset day  

14 PUPILS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

17 Vaisakhi  

20 Pathway 2 Reading Celebration –  
10.30 – 11.30 – Ash, Poplar, Willow, Rowan, Hazel  
1.30 – 2.30pm – Birch, Chestnut, Hawthorn, Maple, Cherry 

21 Post 14 Coffee Morning – 9.30 – 10.20am 

23 6th Form Coffee Morning – 9.30- 10.20am  

 
May 2026 

1 Vesak- Act of Kindness Day (Buddhism) 

9 Spring Fair – 11.30am – 2.30pm 

13 Pathway 4 Jobs Event – 1.25pm (pupils only, Year 7 upwards) 

21 Early Years Teddy Bears Picnic – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

22 BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

25th-29th  Half term  

 
June 2026 

1 PUPILS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

3 Eid 

4 Early Years Sports Day – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

5 Y8 HPV vaccines – more information to follow 

8 Pathway 2 Sports Day –  
9.30 – 11.00am – Ash, Poplar, Willow, Rowan, Hazel  
1.15 – 2.45pm – Birch, Chestnut, Hawthorn, Maple, Cherry 

10 Pathway 1 Sports Day – 1.15 – 2.15pm Secondary Playground - Cedar, 
Alder, Larch, Holly, Elm 



1.15 – 2.15pm – Primary Playground - Lime, Beech, Fir, Pine, Fig, Yew 

12 PRIDE - 6th Form 

17 Pathway 3 & 4 Sports Day – more information to follow 

19 Sparkle Day 
Father’s Day Gift Shop 

23 Post 14/16 Sports Day  

26 Year 11 Leavers Party – 1.45pm 

 

July 2026 

7 Pathway 2 End of Year Celebration –  
10.30 – 11.30 – Ash, Poplar, Willow, Rowan, Hazel  
1.30 – 2.30pm – Birch, Chestnut, Hawthorn, Maple, Cherry 

8 Early Years End of Year Celebration – 1.30 – 2.30pm 

9  Parents new to 6th Form meeting – 9.30-10.30am 

13 Pathway 1 End of Year Celebration and Summer Picnic –  
1.15 – 2.30pm Secondary Playground – Cedar, Alder, Larch, Holly, Elm 
1.15 – 2.30pm – Primary Playground – Lime, Beech, Fir, Pine, Fig, Yew  

14 Post 14 End of Year Celebration – 1.30 - 2.30pm 

15 Pathway 3 Celebration Assembly – 1.30pm  

16 Pathway 4 End of Year Celebration - more information to follow 

17 BREAK UP FOR SUMMER 

 


